
Key Message and Tips for Beneficiaries:

Common Types of Fraud and Abuse

Message

Medicaid fraud is when a person intentionally reports false information for services they are not 
entitled to receive.[1] Medicaid fraud wastes tax dollars that could be spent on medical services 
beneficiaries need. Most people with Medicaid are honest and do not try to commit fraud, but if you 
don’t know the rules, you may do something wrong.

Tips

• Tell the truth on your Medicaid application;
• Keep your Medicaid card in a safe place;
• Don’t share your Medicaid card, number, or personal information with anyone other than

your health care provider;
• Don’t loan or sell your Medicaid number to anyone;
• Don’t sign blank medical forms;
• Ask for a copy of everything you sign; and
• Make a report if you think someone else used your Medicaid number.

If you suspect fraud, report it. You can find contact information at http://www.cms.gov/Medicare-
Medicaid-Coordination/Fraud-Prevention/FraudAbuseforConsumers/Report_Fraud_and_Suspected_
Fraud.html on the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) website.

For more information about Medicaid Program Integrity, visit https://www.cms.gov/Medicare-Medicaid-
Coordination/Fraud-Prevention/Medicaid-Integrity-Education/edmic-landing.html on the CMS Medicaid Program 
Integrity Education website.
Follow us on Twitter #MedicaidIntegrity
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Disclaimer
This document was current at the time they were published or uploaded onto the web. Medicaid and Medicare policies 
change frequently so links to the source documents have been provided within the document for your reference.

This document was prepared as a service to the public and is not intended to grant rights or impose obligations. This 
document may contain references or links to statutes, regulations, or other policy materials. The information provided 
is only intended to be a general summary. Use of this material is voluntary. Inclusion of a link does not constitute CMS 
endorsement of the material. We encourage readers to review the specific statutes, regulations, and other interpretive 
materials for a full and accurate statement of their contents.   

September 2015

1 Definitions, 42 C.F.R. § 455.2. Retrieved June 2, 2005, from http://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?SID=4c-
21b7130af41d32177aff25740bc5a9&mc=true&node=se42.4.455_12&rgn=div8
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