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Oral and dental health are important parts of a : _ Among community-living Medicare
Medicare beneficiary’s overall wellbeing. Traditional Oral health issues Prevention beneficiaries...

fee-for-service (FFS) Medicare does not offer dental + A substantial proportion of Medicare

benefits, but many Medicare Advantage (MA) and Fig. 1: Beneficiary had trouble eating solid Fig. 2: Beneficiary had Fig. 3: Beneficiary has ever had an oral beneficiari d chronic oral health i .
' food due to mouth or teeth problems chronic tooth pain eneficiaries reported chronic oral health issues:
supplemental private plans provide dental coverage. cancer exam L . .
S f_ d d f M d b f 0 e % of beneficiaries % of beneficiaries % of beneficiaries © One IN SlX had trOUbIe eatlng SOIld fOOd due
e repOrte ata rTrom edicare penericiaries Can 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% to oral health broblems
improve our understanding of their experiences with Total I 16.5% Total 113.4% Total —37.1% P '
oral health issues, preventive oral health behaviors, °One in seven had chronic tooth pain.
and access to dental care. Age <65 = Age <63 = e Age <65 = 2L.0% o QOral health issues were more common
Age 65-74 —— 13.1% Age 65-74 ——12.6% Age 65-74 ——42.6% . « .
among Medicare beneficiaries under the age
Age 75-84 - 14.6% Age 75-84 ——9.1% Age 75-84 —— 36.9%

of 65, as well as food-insecure beneficiaries.
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White Non-Hispanic - 14.3% White Non-Hispanic -412.5% White Non-

Hispanic T 43.3% oral cancer exam.
i i i i Black Non-Hispanic —+—23.7% Black Non-Hispanic ———19.0% Black Non-Hispanic ——16.0% o . .
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services . . . o Beneficiaries who were white, metro
. . . . Hispanic = 21.3% Hispanic ————14.9% Hispanic ——18.4% )
(CMS), with NORC at the University of Chicago, Other race = . Other race , | 1515 Other race — residents, food secure, or had FFS were more
conducts the Medicare Current Beneficiary Survey likely to report a history of oral cancer exam.
. . . . . Not a metro . 0
(MCBS) annua”y. The MCBS employs d Str‘at|f|ed Not a metro resident —— 20.4% Not a metro resident ——15.5% resident 25.9% o One in seven Medicare beneﬁciaries reported
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random samplmg design that E)roduces a .nz.:\tlc.mally being unable to access dental care for any
representative sample of Medicare beneficiaries. e
Respondents enroll in rotating panels, and they or oo secure ol oo secure S oo secure ol i |
’ Food insecure - 328% Food insecure o 24.0% Food insecure —18.3% o 4.3% of beneficiaries were unable to access

their proxies are interviewed three times per year

for four years. Although the data have typically been dental care due to cost.

FFS +15.2% FFS —— 13.2% FFS I 40.8%
collected in person, the MCBS used telephone VA 3 18.2% MA 5 13.7% MA —31.9% ° Access to dental care was more difficult for
surveys in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic. beneficiaries who were food insecure or who
Source data: 2020 MCBS.Survey.FiIe Source data: 2020 MCBS.Survey.FiIe were Medica re_Medicaid dua”y_ehg'ble
Error bars represent 95% confidence intervals. Error bars represent 95% confidence intervals.

' ' ' Fig. 4: Beneficiary was ever unable to access dental care Fig. 5: Beneficiary was ever unable to access dental care : : :
Among Fhe g.uestlons asked in the MCBS are items g y ’ g y , This data is available as part of the 2020 MCBS
about disability, oral health, and access to health for any reason due to cost. Survey Files. Access to these files requires a fee
care. The analy§|s here used dgta from the 2020 Total T 13.8% Total T 4.4% and a completed data use agreement. For
IVICBS.S.ur\./ey File. The sample included 1.3,913 | additional information, see
beneficiaries, whose responses were weighted to Private dental coverage o 11.0% 0 to 138% federal poverty level | 9.5% https://www.cms.gov/research-statistics-data-
: 11: Dental coverage through MA only ——16.1% %+ federal poverty leve W - o0 : .
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Beneficiaries who resided in a facility were not Food secure T3.2%
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|nCIUdEd IN th'S ana|ySIS. VA = o Food insecure = '15.5%
For questions, please contact us at:
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Dually eligible (part or full year) i ' 22.0% Dually eligible (part or full year) i '8.6%
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Source data: 2020 MCBS Survey File
Error bars represent 95% confidence intervals.
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