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News  
 
Trump Administration Issues Second Round of Sweeping Changes to Support U.S. Healthcare System 
During COVID-19 Pandemic 
 
At President Trump’s direction, and building on its recent historic efforts to help the U.S. healthcare system 
manage the 2019 Novel Coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, on April 30, 2020, the Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services, issued another round of sweeping regulatory waivers and rule changes to deliver expanded 
care to the nation’s seniors and provide flexibility to the healthcare system as America reopens. These 
changes include making it easier for Medicare and Medicaid beneficiaries to get tested for COVID-19 and 
continuing CMS’s efforts to further expand beneficiaries’ access to telehealth services. 
 
Full press release 
 
 
New and Expanded Flexibilities for Rural Health Clinics (RHCs) and Federally Qualified Health Centers 
(FQHCs) During the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency (PHE) MLN Matters Article 
 
A revised MLN Matters Special Edition Article SE20016 on New and Expanded Flexibilities for Rural Health 
Clinics (RHCs) and Federally Qualified Health Centers (FQHCs) During the COVID-19 Public Health 
Emergency (PHE) is available. Learn new information on billing for distant site telehealth services during the 
COVID-19 PHE, including: 

• New telehealth services that can be provided by RHCs and FQHCs, including audio only telephone 
evaluation and management services 

• Revised bed count methodology for determining the exemption to the RHC payment limit for provider-
based RHCs 

 
 
New Frequently Asked Questions on EMTALA 
 
CMS issued Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) clarifying requirements and considerations for hospitals and 
other providers related to the Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act (EMTALA) during the COVID-19 
pandemic. The FAQs address questions around patient presentation to the emergency department, EMTALA 
applicability across facility types, qualified medical professionals, medical screening exams, patient transfer 
and stabilization, telehealth, and other topics. 
 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-issues-second-round-sweeping-changes-support-us-healthcare-system-during-covid-0
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/se20016.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/se20016.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/se20016.pdf


Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 

 

 

 
Like the newsletter? Have suggestions? Please let us know! 

 
Subscribe to MLN Connects. Previous issues are available in the archive. 

This newsletter is current as of the issue date. View the complete disclaimer. 
 

Follow the MLN on Twitter #CMSMLN, and visit us on YouTube. 
 

The Medicare Learning Network®, MLN Connects®, and MLN Matters® are registered trademarks of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS). 

 

https://www.cms.gov/medicareprovider-enrollment-and-certificationsurveycertificationgeninfopolicy-and-memos-states-and/emergency-medical-treatment-and-labor-act-emtala-requirements-and-implications-related-covid19
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020MLNConnectsFeedback
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/FFSProvPartProg/Electronic-Mailing-Lists.html
http://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Outreach/FFSProvPartProg/Provider-Partnership-Email-Archive.html
https://www.cms.gov/Outreach-and-Education/Medicare-Learning-Network-MLN/MLNProducts/MLN-Product-Disclaimer.html
https://twitter.com/CMSGov
http://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLaV7m2-zFKpihHxb4AiWNjbsIUUKCGljK
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